A novel zinc finger protein, Finb, is a transcriptional activator and localized in nuclear bodies.
cDNAs encoding a novel DNA binding protein, termed Finb (finger protein in nuclear bodies) were molecularly cloned. The Finb protein consists of 1656 amino acids, containing 15 C2H2-type zinc fingers and three proline-rich regions. Finb efficiently activates transcription from the promoters of the metallothionein and thymidine kinase genes. The finb mRNA is ubiquitously expressed in various cell lines and tissues. The protein product is localized in nuclear bodies, whereas the N-terminally truncated protein spreads throughout the nucleus and cytoplasm. Further characterization of Finb would unravel an important role of nuclear body-involved transcriptional regulation.